A complete revolution in this matter, however, has taken place since, and the Germans have far outstripped the French, and were fast outstripping the English surgeons, until the breaking out of the Egyptian ophthalmia in the army forcibly recalled the attention of the latter to the subject of eye diseases. More recently the French have begun to bestir themselves also. All that is now wanting, therefore, to impart to eye-medicine the highest possible state of perfection is to bring the energies of the English and French surgeons fully to bear on the subject, by rendering it a more important item in the curriculum of study than has yet been done in France and England; but which has already obtained for years in Germany.
As the establishment of the Ophthalmic School of Vienna forms an important era in the history of eye-medicine, and as it has had a most beneficial influence on its advancement, we think it will not be out of place here to give a short historical sketch of it, derived from Dr. Hardwiger's thesis.
In 1773 the Empress Maria Theresa established in the University of Vienna a special chair for eye-medicine. Barth " The inversion of objects," says he, " being a thing of which we can never become conscious in ourselves, it is not possible that nature has made in the brain, or elsewhere, any provision for the correction of the error, which would never have been known but for the institution of optical enquiries. The decussating course of the optic nerves cannot be adduced as an explanation of erect vision, since the decussation is only partial." (Baly, 1179.) This is, no doubt, true; but still we reply, the decussation along with the twisting of the optic nerves may be adduced as an explanation. " If it were possible," continues Miiller, " to produce an image of an object upon the retina without the aid of light; for instance, by immediate contact, the image would in that case not be inverted." The image on the retina would not be inverted; but, on that very account, the mind would acquire the idea that the impressing object was inverted.
[July, "If it were possible," Miiller farther continues, "to see the same object simultaneously by means of luminous rays from without, and by immediate impression upon the retina, the images produced in these two ways would appear to lie on opposite sides. This can, in fact, be shown experimentally. If we press upon the retina with the finger through the sclerotica, a spectrum produced by the immediate impression of the finger will be perceived, while at the same time the finger may be seen through the medium of the external light. The two images will appear at opposite sides. If, while the eyes are closed in the dark, we press upon what appears to us to be the upper part of one eye with the finger, which is, therefore, seen above, the spectrum produced by the pressure becomes visible below; if the pressure be made upon the lower part of the retina, the spectrum appears above; if the right side of the retina be the seat of the pressure, the spectrum appears on the left side, and vice versi.'" (Baly, 11/2.) In these experiments it is different parts of the retina which are excited. The Jaeger supposes the change to consist in an attenuated state of the substance of the iris and a protrusion of the uvea through it. Klemmer, on the contrary, contends that it is not a thinning but a thickening of the iris ; not a shining through of the uvea, but a deposition of coagulable lymph in the parenchyma of the iris. Klemmer relates only one dissection, and that not of the human eye, but of the ox.
In regard to the formation of staphyloma of the cornea and iris, Dr. Mackenzie, adopting the views of Mr. Wharton Jones, says that it is not owing to adhesion of the iris to the cornea, as generally taught, and as we find laid down in all the other works before us; but the cornea having been first more or less destroyed, it is a covering up of the exposed iris by a new substance altogether, which lays the foundation for staphyloma, and constitutes an essential character of the disease, (p. 569.) We be- lieve that adhesion between the iris and cornea, independent of previous penetrating ulceration, does not take place. 
